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Source: OECD Global Material Resources Outlook to 2060, as at October 2018.

RESOURCE CONSUMPTION IN GIGATONNES, 2017 AND FORECAST
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If the global population continues to grow as predicted, reaching 9.6 billion 
by 2050, it could require the equivalent of almost three planets to provide 

the natural resources needed to sustain current lifestyles.5 
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estimated net economic benefit to Europe 
of a move to a circular economy by 2030.6  

potential number of highly skilled jobs 
that could be created by the transition.7

of global greenhouse gas 
emissions are created each year.4 

increase in fossil fuel 
usage over that time.3 

increase in global
resource extraction since 1970.2 
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A NEW APPROACH: CIRCULAR VS LINEAR

Source: ArchDaily. CC.3.0 Catherin Weetman 2016.

1 Circular economy definition: A linear economy takes resources and makes products which then become waste after a single use or short-lived period of utilisation. A circular 
economy aims to limit resource extraction, waste and pollution by reusing, recycling and repurposing products to the greatest possible extent.
2 United Nations: ‘Sustainable Development Goals: Act Now, Facts and Figures’, accessed 18 August 2021.
3 Ibid.
4 Our world in data. Sector by sector: where do global greenhouse gas emissions come from? 18 September 2020.
5 UN Sustainable Development Goal 12: Responsible consumption and production.
6 McKinsey & Company: ‘Europe’s circular-economy opportunity’, 1 September 2015.
7 European commission: ‘Impacts of circular economy policies on the labour market’, May 2018.

...with negative consequences for climate change and biodiversity…

Humans are using the Earth’s resources at an accelerating rate…

...could a circular economy help?

Advantages of a 
circular economy1


